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Safe storage of Medication in Care Homes
         
General Protocol for storage
Medication is stored in a Locked cupboard or secure trolly below 25 °C, 
Record the room temperature daily.
Storage units must have a good quality lock and be well constructed.
Keys must only be available to nominated staff and detailed in a policy for handling keys.
Store medication for internal and external use separately. 
Always keep medication in the original container supplied by the pharmacy.
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Preparation of medication
Following Best Practice would be to have a designated area, that is well-lit for the preparation of medication, it should have access to water and hand washing facilities. The storage area should be discrete to prevent theft and increase staff safety.


        
Controlled Drugs
Storage of CD items must comply with the Misuse of Drugs Act 
Storage cabinets must be fixed or secured to a floor or wall
Keys for the CD cabinet must be kept on a separate fob and on the nominated person.



        
Fridge Lines 
Store in a lockable fridge or suitable chilled cabinet as soon as they are received.
All fridge items must be stored at a temperature between 2°C and 8°C
Use a minimum and maximum thermometer and record the temperature every day.


        Store all medication securely in the resident’s room in a lockable cupboard or drawer
If in a shared room, it is required that each individual has their own lockable storage facility.


Self -Administered Medication


      Dressings & Applications
Homely remedies
Store in designated area of the medicines cupboard, make sure that it is clearly labelled, and it is not patient specific 
Store these in a lockable area that is separate to the other medication clearly labelled.
Please note that it may be more appropriate to keep a supply of items regularly used such as Catheters, Stoma appliances or non-medicated creams in the resident’s rooms for ease of access during personal care routine.
The home must be able to demonstrate that this is safe and does not pose any risks
Thickening Agents
Oral Nutritional Supplements
Unwanted Items awaiting disposal
Any item that is surplus to requirement, expired or unwanted should be kept in a tamper proof container and in a lockable area whilst waiting disposal in a Timely Manner, this should be separate to other medicines still in use so there is no confusion.
It is good practice to record what is being disposed of and why. 
CD items should be recorded separately and segregated & clearly labelled in the cabinet.
https://www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-providers/adult-social-care/disposing-medicines
References and further information
Lincolnshire Medicines optimisation Team, January 2023
CQC:  https://www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-providers/adult-social-care/storing-medicines-care-homes
           https://www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-providers/adult-social-care/controlled-drugs-care-homes
NICE: https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/sc1/resources/managing-medicines-in-care-homes-pdf-61677133765
rpharms: https://www.rpharms.com/recognition/setting-professional-standards/safe-and-secure-handling-of-medicines/professional-guidance-on-the-safe-and-secure-handling-of-medicines
*Please note CD legislation requires locks and storage to be compliant with BS2881 and BS3621*
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