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Is the waste 
a sharp or a single 

use instrument 
(S.U.I)? 

Is the sharp 
contaminated with 

medicines? 

All S.U.I.’s 
should be 
placed in a 

rigid container 
such as a 22 

litre sharps box 

Orange for  
infectious 

Tiger stripe for non-
infectious 

(e.g. continence waste) 

Mostly non-hazardous 
in Primary Care 

Some 
hazardous e.g.  

Fluorouracil 
Goserelin 

Methotrexate 
Progesterone 
Testosterone 

Four types of primary care healthcare waste; it is a legal requirement to segregate sharps contaminated with hazardous medicines, 
segregating infectious and non-infectious bagged waste required unless practical difficulties prevent segregation. 

The Orange bag is the default bag for un-segregated soft healthcare waste. 

Is it infectious or 
offensive / hygiene? 

NO SHARPS OR 

S.U.I.’s Amalgam? 

W
H

IT
E

 

C
O

N
T

A
IN

E
R

 

W
IT

H
 H

g
 

Is it paper 
or card? 
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healthcare 
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Waste Disposal Chart 

     
 

TIGER STRIPE BAGS ARE 
FOR OFFENSIVE / HYGIENE 

HEALTHCARE WASTE 
 

Any non-infectious & non-
medicinal healthcare waste: 
 
Uncontaminated gloves, aprons 
cotton wool roll, outer bandages, 
suction tubes /non-sharp tips 
/beakers, bibs, disposable tray 
inserts, tray maids, continence 
products. 
 
No blood stained items in this 
bag or items that will pierce and 
protrude through the bag please. 

ORANGE BAGS ARE FOR 
INFECTIOUS HEALTHCARE 

WASTE 
 

Any potentially infectious item: 
 
Anything contaminated with 
blood or infectious bodily fluid. 
 
Contaminated gloves, dressings, 
cotton wool roll, mouth packs/ 
swabs, bibs and tray inserts. 
 
No sharps, metallic single use 
instruments, medicines or items 
that will pierce and protrude 
through the bag please. 

BLACK BAGS ARE FOR 
NON-HEALTHCARE WASTE 

 
Any municipal type waste that 
cannot be recycled: 
 
Flowers, non-recyclable paper 
and card generated office 
waste.  Cleaning materials; 
detergent / disinfectant wipes.  
Paper towels, uncontaminated 
couch roll, non-recyclable 
packaging. 
 
Office and kitchen waste. 
 
No healthcare waste in this 
bag please. 


