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Council’s CDM regs violation led to falling roof trusses 

A local authority that was the principal contractor (PC) for a construction 
project has been sentenced after a worker was struck by falling roof 
trusses. 

The Council was fined £28,000 after the Health and Safety Executive 
(HSE) found it had not properly monitored work activities at the building 
site. The council’s failure to ensure the safe storage of trusses was a 
contributing factor to the accident, the HSE said, along with its failure to 
manage the volume of materials on site. Vehicle operations had not 
been planned or managed, and housekeeping was poor. 

The Magistrates’ Court was told that the injured person was a self-employed labourer working for two 
self-employed bricklayers, who in turn were contracted by The Council. On 5th October 2017 the worker 
crossed the front of the building plot when a pack of roof trusses fell on him, trapping him by the head 
and right arm, to which he sustained serious injuries.  

The Council pleaded guilty to breaching reg 13(1) of the Construction (Design Management) Regulations 
2015, which requires PCs to plan, manage and monitor the construction phase of a project.  

It was fined and ordered to pay £1,648 in costs. 

HSE CDM webpage  

LCC's G38 guidance webpage   
 
If you require further assistance or clarification on the subject please contact:  
Corporate Health & Safety Advisers (see George section: Corporate > Information for Working > Risk 
Management > H&S Advisers) 

 

 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/construction/cdm/2015/index.htm
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/jobs/manuals/health-and-safety-manual/hazards/construction-(design-and-management)-regulations/g38-the-construction-(design-and-management)-regulations/70188.article
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzvPyO_P7fAhWBI1AKHbeAAbcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.doityourself.com/stry/measuring-for-a-roof-truss-precisely&psig=AOvVaw1_iYkk1mTL-ArjUX2vH5TD&ust=1548163338789067

